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- SPECIAL EDITION 

UREAU OF COMMUNICABLE DISEASE SERVICES 
100 West 49th Street, Austin, Texas 78756 (512-458-7207) 

I I  U ANNUAL SUMMARY OF MORBIDITY REPORTS FOR 1978 

Morbidity t o t a l s  published i n  t h i s  r e p o r t  r ep re sen t  t h e  r epo r t ing  yea r  1978, which i s  t h e  sum 
of t h e  52 r e p o r t  weeks f o r  t h e  year .  The s tandard  r e p o r t  week i s  def ined  a s  Sunday through 
Saturday, and because "Week f l "  of each year  i s  t h e  week conta in ing  January 4 th ,  t h e  a c t u a l  
per iod of t i m e  covered i s  from Week ill, ending January 6 ,  1978, through Week ii52, ending 
December 30, 1978. The cumulative t o t a l s  publ ished f o r  Week a52 of 1978 d i f f e r  somewhat from 
t h e  t o t a l s  presented here in .  The la t ter  have been co r rec t ed  by t h e  removal of d u p l i c a t e  re-  
p o r t s ,  t h e  a d d i t i o n  of delayed r e p o r t s ,  and t h e  making of o t h e r  co r r ec t ions .  

The format used t o  d i sp l ay  t h e  1978 Annual Summary d a t a  corresponds. w i th  t h a t  which was i n i t i -  
a t e d  f o r  "Texas Morbidity This  Week," Week ill, ending January 6 ,  1978. This  format  was designed 
t o  improve t h e  r e a d a b i l i t y  and a p p l i c a b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  prevent ion  and c o n t r o l  of communicable 
d i seases  i n  Texas. 

Morbidity d a t a  c o l l e c t e d  and analyzed during 1978 can b e  compared t o  t h a t  of r e c e n t  y e a r s  be- 
cause of t h e  consis tency of d a t a  management and r e p o r t i n g  mechanisms and mot iva t ions .  It 
should be  recognized, however, t h a t  t h e  noted changes i n  inc idence  of r epo r t ed  c a s e s  may be  
due i n  p a r t  t o  an  increased  emphasis o r  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  r epo r t ing  of va r ious  d i s e a s e s .  Addi- 
t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  completeness of r e p o r t i n g  v a r i e s  w i th  d i sease .  Rare occurrences of d i s e a s e s ,  
such a s  botul ism,  a r e  more l i k e l y  t o  be  repor ted  than  comonly  occurr ing  d i s e a s e s ,  such  as 
sa lmonel los i s .  Because t h e  r e p o r t i n g  mechanisms and mot iva t ions  seem t o  b e  c o n s i s t e n t  i n  
r ecen t  yea r s ,  t h e  fol lowing a n a l y s i s  of t r ends  i s  considered v a l i d .  

Current  Trends i n  Reportable  Diseases  

Analysis  of communicable d i s e a s e  morbidi ty  d a t a  f o r  1978 r e v e a l s  t h a t  t h e  inc idence  of most 
r e p o r t a b l e  d i seases  continued i n  a p a t t e r n  similar t o  t h a t  of r e c e n t  yea r s ,  w i t h  some n o t a b l e  
except ions.  Percentage decreases  i n  inc idence  r a t e s  are d isp layed  i n  Table 1. Among t h e  
d i seases  l i s t e d  i n  Table 1, t h e  l a r g e s t  percentage decrease  p e r  100,000 popula t ion  (100%) was 
observed f o r  d iph the r i a ,  p a r a l y t i c  po l iomye l i t i s ,  Q f e v e r ,  and r e l a p s i n g  f eve r .  It i s  noted 
t h a t  no cases of t h e  fol lowing d i s e a s e s  were r epo r t ed  t o  t h e  Bureau of Communicable D i sease  
s e r v i c e s  dur ing  t h i s  per iod:  

Anthrax Plague Relapsing f e v e r  
Cholera P a r a l y t i c  p o l i o m y e l i t i s  Smallpox 
Diphther ia  Q f e v e r  Yellow f e v e r  
Epidemic Typhus Rabies i n  man Arthropod-borne v i r a l  

e n c e p h a l i t i s  

A no tab le  s t a t i s t i c  i s  t h e  absence of repor ted  d i p h t h e r i a  ca ses  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  s i n c e  re- 
cords have been maintained (1920). 

By c o n t r a s t ,  percentage inc reases  i n  inc idence  r a t e s  f o r  o t h e r  r e p o r t a b l e  d i s e a s e s  are recorded 
i n  Table 11. Case r e p o r t s  rece ived  during 1978 f o r  bo tu l i sm exh ib i t ed  a dramatic  200% i n c r e a s e  
i n  t h e  inc idence  r a t e  pe r  100,000 populat ion.  Lep tosp i ros i s  and p e r t u s s i s  followed w i t h  in-  
c reases  of 120% and 74% respec t ive lv .  

'I- - 



0 
Preparat ions f o r  a more comprehensive version of t h e  Annual Summary f o r  1978 a r e  current ly  
underway. This add i t iona l  publ ica t ion w i l l  include various epidemiologic depict ions of 
communicable d isease  a c t i v i t y  which has occurred i n  recent  years,  a s  w e l l  a s  incidence r a t e s  
and morta l i ty  data.  Copies may be obtained by forwarding a request  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  Bureau 
of Communicable Disease Services,  Texas Department of Health. 

Table I. Reportable Diseases Showing Decreased Annual 
Case Report Incidence Rates Per  100,000 Population 

Texas, 1977 and 1978' 

Reportable Disease 

Amebiasis 
Bruce l lo s i s  
Chickenpox 
Diphtheria 
Encephal i t i s ,  o the r 2  

Endemic typhus 
Hepat i t i s- type  B 
Measles (rubeola)  
Meningococcal i n f ec t ions  
Po l iomye l i t i s ,  p a r a l y t i c  
P s i t t a c o s i s  
Q f eve r  
Relapsing f eve r  
Rocky Mountain spot ted  f eve r  
Rubella 
Rubella congeni ta l  syndrome 
S t r ep  t h r o a t  & s c a r l e t  f eve r  
Tetanus 
T r i ch inos i s  
Tuberculosis  
Tularemia 

Percent, 
Decrease 

4 
31 
2 6 

100 
16  
42 
11 
50 

4 
100 

2 0 
100 
100 

4 
4 8 
50 

8  
33 
8  9 
8  

44 

' ~ n c i d e n c e  r a t e s  ca l cu l a t ed  us ing  U.S. Bureau of t h e  Census 
year ly  e s t ima te s  f o r  Texas populat ion 

2 ~ n c e p h a l i t i s  o the r  than S t .  Louis encepha l i t i s ,  Venezuelan equine 
encepha l i t i s ,  and Western equine e n c e p h a l i t i s  

Table 11. Reportable Diseases Showing Increased Annual 
Case Report Incidence Rates  Per  100 000 Populat ion,  

Texas, 1977 and 1978 i 

Reportable Disease 

Aseptic meningi t i s  
Botulism 
Gonorrhea 
Hepat i t i s- type  A 
Hepat i t i s- type  unspeci f ied  
Flu & f l u - l i k e  i l l n e s s  
Leprosy (Hansen's Disease)  
Leptospi ros is  
Malaria (acquired ou t s ide  USA) 
Malaria (acquired i n s i d e  USA) 
Mumps 
P e r t u s s i s  
Rheumatic f eve r  
Salmonellosis  
S h i g e l l o s i s  
Syph i l i s  
Typhoid f eve r  

Incidence Rat, 
1977 

of Case Reports 
1978 

' ~ n c i d e n c e  r a t e s  ca l cu l a t ed  using U. S  . Bureau of t he  Census 

Percent  
Increase  

2  6 
200 

8  
2 7 
11 
4 6 
10 

120 
19 

100 
51 
7 4 
4 6 
14 
18  
1 3  
41 

c yea r ly  e s t ima te s  f o r  Texas popula t ion  . 



CUt-!ULATIVE 1 9 7 8  
CUMULAT IVE  1 9 7 7  

REGION 1 CANYON, TEXAS PHONE: 8 0 6 / 6 5 5 - 7 1 5 1  POPULAT ION = 3 4 8 1 0 0 0  

COUNTIES  

BR ISCOE 
CARSON 
C ~ S T R O  
D  ALL A M  
DEAF S M I T H  
D  ONL E-Y 
GRAY 
H A L L  
HANSFORD 
HARTLEY 
HEMPHILL  
HUTCHINSON 
L IPSCOMP 
NOORE 
OCHILTREE 
OLDHAW 
PARMER 
POTTER 
RAND ALL 
SHERMAN 
SWISHER 
WHEELER 

CUMULATIVE 1 9 7 8  

(Armstrong, 
3 Collingsworth, 

Roberts) 
OTHER COUNTIES:  OTHER D I S E A S E S  ONLY: 0 NOT NO COMMUNICA'BLE D ISEASES:  0 REPORTING-: 

F E G I O N  2 ,LUBBOCK TEXAS PHONE: 8 0 6 / 7 9 7 - 4 3 3 1  POPULAT ION = 6 7 9 , 0 0 0  

COUNTIES 

ANCREVS 
B A I L E Y  
COCHRAN 
CPANE 
CROSEY 
DFkSON 
D I C K E V S  
ECTO? 



ANNUAL SUMMARY 1978 

A S E P T I C  MENINGO- ! H E P A T I T I S :  I I N M U N I Z A B L E :  I R I C K E T T S I A L :  1 VENEREAL: 1 M I S C  o : 
M E N I N -  COCCAL 1 A R 1 I ENDEM 1 I F L U  & TUBER-  
G I T I S  I N F E C  f I N F E C  SERUM UNSPEC I M E A S L E S  RUBELLA I TYPH RMSF I GC SYPH I F L U - L I K E  C U L O S I S  ------- ------- ----- ----- ------ ------- ------- ---- - --- ------ ----a -------- ------- 

LUBBOCK* TEXAS PHONE: 8 0 6 / 7 9 7 - 4 3 3 1  P O P U L A T I O N  = 679.000 ( C O N T I N U E D  FROM P R I O R  PAGE9 

1 1 * 2 * 15 
1 1 * 191 

124 11 * 1,863 1 
4 2 * 1 
9 9 * 19465 2 
19 2 *  367 1 
1 9 

1.251 73' * 1 . 4 0 1  11 
1 4 1 

4 17 8 * P 29 6 
17 4: 2 

1 9 

2 * 
25 1 * 3 
2 * 153 1 

- 4 1 
1 * 5 1 * 

2r495 113 * 6.951 49 

R E G I O N  7 

F L O Y D  
G A I N E S  
GARZA 
HALE 
HOCKLEY 
HOWARD 
L AMB 
L O V T N F  
LUBBOCK 
LYNN 
H I D L  AND 
PECOS a 

REEVES 
TERR,ELL 
TERRY 
bl ARO 
WINKLER 
Y  OAK UM 

C U M U L A T I V E  1 9 7 6  

OTHER COUNTIES:  

R E G I O N  3 

(Borden, Mar t in  
6 '  lassc cock, Motley 

King, Upton) 
NO COMHUNICABLE D I S E A S E S :  0 OTHER D I S E A S E S  ONLY: 0 NOT REPORTING: 

P O P U L A T I O N  = 4629000' E L  P A S O r  TEXAS PHONE: 9 1 5 1 7 7 9 - 3 5 3 1  

' C O U N T I E S  

BRE W S"TER 
CULBERSON 
E L  P A S 0  
JEFF D A V I S  
P R E S I - D I O  

C U M U L A T I V E  1 9 7 8  

OTHER COUNTIES:  NO COMMUNICABLE D I S E A S E S :  OTHER D I S E A S E S  ONLY: 1 (Iiudspeth) NOT REPORTING: 

REGION 4 POPULA T I O N  = 4 6 0 . 0 0 0  A B I L E N E *  TEXAS PHONE: 9 1 5 / 6 7 3 - 5 2 3 1  

COUNT J E S  

RAYLOn 
CROWU 
C A L L  AHAN 
C H I L D O E S S  



ANNUAL SUHHIRY  1978 .............................................................................................................. 
A S E P T I C  MENINGO- I H E P A T I T I S :  IMMUNIZABLE :  I R I C K E T T S I A L :  1 VENEREAL: I MISC. : 
MENIN-  COCCAL I A  B I 1 ENDEM 1 I F L U  & TUBER- 
GITIS INFEC I INFEC SERUM UNSPFC IMEASLES RUBELLA I TYPH R M S F  / t c  SYPH I FLU-LIKE CULOSIS 

REGION 4 POPULAT ION = 4 6 0 t 0 0 0  (CONTINUED FROM P R I O R  PAGE 3 AB ILENE,  TEXAS 

8 

PHONE: 9 1 5 / 6 7 3 - 5 2 3 1  

8 

8 
8 
8 
8 

1 8 
8 

4 

* 
8 

* 
8 
8 

8 
8 
8 

2 8 
8 
8 

8 
9 

8 

* 
8 
8 

8 
8 

4 8 
e 

39 3 
8 
* 

49 8 

REPORTING: 

r COKE 
COLEMAN 
COMANCHE 
CONCH0 
COTTLE 
CPOCKETT 
EASTLAND 
F I S H E R  
F OAR 0 
HARDEMAN 
HASKELL  
JONES 
KENT 
K I M B  L E  
KNOX 
MCCULLOCH 
MASON 
M I T C H E L L  
NOLAN 
RUNNELS 
SCHLEICHEP 
SCURRY 
SHACKELFORD 
STEPHENS 
S T E R L I N G  
STONEWALL 
SUTTON 
TAYLOR 
THROCKMORTON 
TOM GREEN 
UILRARGER 

CUMULATIVE 1 9 7 8  

2 (Reagan, W o n )  OTHER COUNTIES:  
. . 

NO COMMUNICABLE D ISEASES:  OTHER D I S E I S E S  ONLY: 

REGION 5 ARLINGTON, TEXAS PHONE: 8 1 7 / 4 6 0 - 3 0 3 2  POPULAT ION 

COUNTIES  

APCHER 
CLAY 
COLL l h l  
COOKE 
DALLAS 
DENTON 
E L L I S  
E RAT ti 
F A N N I N  



REGION 5 

GRAYSON 
H COD 
HUNT 
JACK 
JOHNSON 
KAUFMAN 
MONTAGUE 
NAVARRO 
P A L 0  PI.NTO 
PARKER 
ROCK WALL 
SOMERVELL 
TARRANT 
W I C H I T A  
WISE 
YOUNG 

REGION 6 

COUNTIES 

E ASTROP 
B E L L  
ELANCO 
BOSQUE 
BRAZOS 
EURLESON 
BURNET 
CALDUELL 
CORVELL 
F A L L S  
FAYETTE 
FREESTONE 
GRIMES 
HAMILTON 
HAYS 
H I L L  
LAMPASAS 
LEE  
LEON 
L IMESTONE 
LLANO 
MCLENNAN 
MADISON 
Y I L A M  

ANNUAL SUMHARY 1978 

A S E P T I C  MENINGO- I H E P A T I T I S :  I IMMUNIZABLE :  I R I C K E T T S I A L :  I VENEREAL: 1 nIsc. : 
H E N I N -  COCCRL 1 A B  I 1 ENOEM I I F L U  & TUBER- 
GITIS SNFEC I I NFEC SERUM UNSPEC ( M E A S L E S  RUBELLA I TYPH RMSF I GC SYPH 1 FLU-LIKE CULOSIS ------- ------- ----- ----- ------ ------- ------- ---- ---- ------ ----- -------a ------- 

ARLINGTON, TEXAS PHONE: 8 1 7 / 4 6 0 - 3 0 3 2  POPULPTIOhJ = 3 s 0 7 6 9 0 0 0  (CONTINUED FROM P R I O R  PAGE 1 

NO COMMUNICABLE D ISEASES:  0 OTHER D I S E A S E S  ONLY: 0  NOT REPORTING: 0 

TEMPLE, T E X A S  PHONE: 8 1 7 / 7 7 8 - 6 7 Q 4  POPULAT ION = 1 ,244 ,000  



A S E P T I C  
M E N I N-  
G I T I S  

( ROBERTSON * 8  8  8  3  5 7 * 2 
SAN SABA 4 1 8  8  8  7 8  56  1 
T R A V I S  2 2 * 243 2 4 23 4 1 0  3  8  1 8  3 t 6 3 0  174 8  2 0 . 3 7 7  46 
WASHINGTON 8  1 * 4 1 8  2 3 5 8  4 
W I L L I A M S O N  4 8  8  1 4  123 1 3  8  4 * 8  e * 8  

CUHULAT I V E  1978 b 10 4 306 3 0  38 * 2 1 8 9  1 5 4: 7 * 6 7 9  415 4: 2 4 , 9 9 3  184 

OTHER COUNTIES:  

R E G I O N  7 - 

C O U N T I E S  

ANDERSON 
A N G E L I N A  
BOWIE 
CAMP 
CASS 
CHEROKEE 
D E L T A  - 
F P A N K L I N  
GREGG 
H A R R I S O N  
HENDERSON 
H O P K I N S  
HOUSTON 
JASPER 
L  PMAR 
MARION 
MORRIS 
NACOGDOCHES 
NEWTON 
PANOLA 
POLK 
R A I N S  
RED R I V E R  
RUSK 
S A B I N F  
SAN AUGUSTINE 
SAN J A C I N T O  
SHELEY 
S P I T H  
T I T U S  
T R I N I T Y  
TYLER 
UPSHUR 
V A N  ZANET 
k GOD 

NO COMMUNICABLE D I S E A S E S :  0  , OTHER D I S E A S E S  ONLY: 1 (Mills) NOT REPORTING: 0 

TYLER, TEXAS PHONE: 214/595-3585 P O P U L A T I O N .  = 



ANNUAL SUMMARY 1978 

ASEPT IC  MENINGO- 1 H E P A T I T I S :  I IMMUNIZABLE :  1 RPCKETTSIAL :  I VENEREAL: HXSC.: 
MENIN-  COCCAL 1 A B I ENDEM I I FLU & TUBER- 

C U h O S I S  -..----- 

PAGE ) 

136 

3 
21 
1 

1 
4 
12 
50 
3 
5 
2 

486 

39 
2 
7 
6 
14 
11 
12 
3 1 
3 
7 

720 

3 

123 
8 

REGION 7 TYLER, TEXAS PHONE: 2 1 4 / 5 9 5 - 3 5 8 5  POPULAT ION = 956 9000 tCONTINUED FROH PRIOR 

CUMULATIVE 1979 

OTHER COUNTIES:  NO COMMUNICABLE D ISEASES:  0  OTHER D I S E A S E S  ONLY: 0 NOT REPORTING: 

8 

1 8 
31 9 
8 8 
1 8 
3 a 

10 * 
22 4 
85 * 
7 * 
5 8 
2 * 

2,008 S: 

2 * 
149 * 
3 * 
5 8 

46 * 
25 9 

20 9 

]Lo * 
90 4 
2 * 
18 9 * 

2,%73 * 

REPORTING: 

6r 

9 
4 

305 * 

REGION W 

COUNTIES 

RICHMOND* TEXAS PHONE: 713/342-8685 POPULAT ION = 3*3368000 

A U S T I N  
BRAZORIA  
C ALHOUN 
CHAMBERS 
COLORADO 
DE W I T T  
FORT BEND 
GALVES,TON 
GOLIAI!  
GONZALES 
HARDIN 
H A R R ~ S  
JACK SON 
JEFFERSON 
LAYACA 
L I B E R T Y  
M  ATAGORDA 
MONTGOHERY 
ORANGE 
V I C T O R I A  
W hLH ER 
k ALLER 
kHARTON 

NO COMMUNICABLE D ISEASES:  OTHER D I S E A S E S  ONLY: 0 NOT 

REGION 9 UVALDE*  TEXAS PHONE: 512/278-7173 POPULAT ION = 1,258,000 

C O U N T I E S  

ATASCOSA 
BAh9EQA 
B E X A R  
C O W A L  



REGION 9 UVALDE, TEXAS PHONE: 5 1 2 / 2 7 8 - 7 1 7 3  POPULAT ION = 1 ~ 2 5 8  sOOO 

D I M M I T  
c EDWARDS 

F R I O  
G I L L E S P I E  
GUAOALUPE 
K ARNES 
KENDALL 
HERR 
K I N N E Y  
L A  S A L L E  
MAVERICK 
MEDINA 
UVALDE 
VPL VERDE 
W I L S O N  
ZAVALA 

CUMULATIVE 1 9 7 8  

OTHER COUNTIES:  NO COMMUNICABLE D ISEASES:  0  OTHER D I S E A S E S  ONLY: 1 (Real) NOT REPORTING: 0 

HARL INGEN , TEXAS PHONE : P O P U L A T I O N  = l 9 O O 9 * O D O  

COUNTIES 

ARANSAS 
BEE 
BROOKS 
CAMERON 
GUVAL 
H IDALGO 
J I P  HOGG 
J I M  U E L L S  
KLEBERG 
L I V E  OAK 

. hll lECES 
REFUGIO  

. SAN P A T R I C I O  - 
STAQR 
UEBE 
k I L L A C Y  
ZAPATA 

CUMULATIVE 1 9 7 8  

NO COMMUNICAELE D ISEASES:  0  OTHER D I S E A S E S  ONLY: 0 NOT REPORTING: Z1(Kenedy,McMullen) OTHER COUNTIES:  



OTHER REPORTING SOURCES 

RRMED FORCES 1 7  
V e  A .  H O S P I T A L S  

CUMULATIVE 1 9 7 8  17 



ANNUAL SURMARY I978 

OTHER REPORTABLE DISEASES 

M E B I A S I S  
ANTHRAX 
BOTULXSR 
BRUCELLOSIS 
CHICHENPOX 

CHOLER8 
DIPHTHERIA  
ERCEPt faL lHIS.  S T *  LOUIS 
EWCEPWALI T I S ,  ME STERW EOUTNE 
EMCFPHBLIT ISs  VEMEZUEh&N E Q U I l E  

ENEEPHf iL ITIS.  WLL OTHER 
LEPROSY (HANSENS O I S E A S E t  
LEPTOSPIROSIS  
@&LrnIA 
%BLdRXb ,ACQUIRED QUTSTDE USA 

HUNS'S 
s ~ ~ r u s s f i  
PLAGUE. 
P O L I O M Y E L I O I S r  PARALYTIC  
P S I T T A C O S I S  

Q FEVER 
RABIES I N  MAN 
RELAPSING FEVER 
RHEUflATIC FEVER 
RUBELLA CONGENITAL SYNDROME 

CUMULATIVE 
1977 I978 

SALMOMELLOSIS 
SHIGELLOSZS 
STREP THROAT & SCARLET FEVER 
snn LLPOX 
TLT  ANUS 

T R I C H I N O S I S  
TULAREMIA 
TYPHOID FEWER 
TYPHUS, EP IDEMIC 
YELLOW FEVER 

RABIES I N  ANINALS 




