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*TECHNICAL NOTES FOR THE ANNUAL SUMMARY OF MORBIDITY REPORTS FOR 1977 

The methods f o r  c o l l e c t i n g ,  following-up, coding, e d i t i n g ,  and d isp lay ing  d a t a  f o r  calendar  year  1977 were 
in t ended ' t o  be s imi l a r  t o  those of p r i o r  years ,  s o  t h e  d a t a  presented here  a r e  genera l ly  comparable t o  t h e  
p r i o r  years '  da ta .  The yea r ly  t o t a l s  presented he re  a r e  f o r  t h e  r epo r t ing  year  1977, which i s  t h e  sum of 
t h e  52 r epo r t  weeks f o r  t he  year .  The s tandard r e p o r t  week is  defined a s  Sunday through Saturday, and be- 
cause Week #1" of each year  is  t h e  week containing January 4th,  t h e  a c t u a l  per iod of time covered he re  is 
from Sunday, January 2,  1977, through Saturday, December 31, 1977. The cumulative t o t a l s  published f o r  
Week #52 of 1977 d i f f e r  somewhat from t h e  t o t a l s  presented he re  which have been cor rec ted  (dup l i ca t e  r e p o r t s  
have been removed, delayed r e p o r t s  have been added, and o the r  co r r ec t ions  have been made). 

Changes i n  t h e  use  of d e t a i l e d  su rve i l l ance  forms beginning i n  1977 have a f f ec t ed  comparabi l i ty  between 1976 
and 1977 da ta .  Beginning i n  1977, d e t a i l e d  su rve i l l ance  forms f o r  follow-up of repor ted  cases  w e r e  no longer  
being s e n t  " routinely" f o r  many d iseases .  Reports received on t h e  s tandard r e p o r t  card i n  1977 were en tered  
i n t o  t h e  morbidi ty  f i l e  a t  t h e  t ime they were received,  whereas previously they were entered only when com- 
p le t ed  su rve i l l ance  forms were re turned  and confirmatory labora tory  s t u d i e s  recorded. Deta i led  s u r v e i l l a n c e  
forms w i l l  b e  us-& s e l e c t i v e l y  on a reduced s c a l e  a s  a s t a t i s t i c a l  check on t h e  accuracy of t h e  morbidi ty  
information system and f o r  those  condi t ions  i n  which i n t e n s i v e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  is warranted f o r  a l l  cases .  
Supplies of t h e  d e t a i l e d  su rve i l l ance  forms w i l l ,  of course,  cont inue t o  be  a v a i l a b l e  from t h e  Bureau of 
Communicable Disease Services  a s  necessary f o r  use  by d i r e c t o r s  of pub l i c  h e a l t h  reg ions  and l o c a l  h e a l t h  de- 
partments when h e l p f u l  f o r  l o c a l  d i sease  c o n t r o l  a c t i v i t i e s .  




