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Guidelines for Congregate Setting Target Testing

The Texas Department of State Health Services (DSHS) Tuberculosis and Refugee Health Services Branch (Branch) now requires monthly reporting of screening activities occurring among special populations in your jurisdiction. Please complete the Congregate Setting Target Testing Monthly Report and submit it to the Branch by the second Friday of every month.  The form can be downloaded from our website at http://www.texastb.org/forms/#reporting. You may contact Raiza Ruiz, Congregate Settings Coordinator at (512)533-3154 if you have any questions.   

Target testing is a required TB prevention and control activity for DSHS funded TB programs under the DSHS Standards of Performance for the Prevention and Control of Tuberculosis. DSHS supports IGRA testing in congregate settings for at-risk and/or vulnerable groups that fall in the following categories: 

· contacts of someone known or suspected to have active TB (e.g., worksites and schools where a TB exposure has occurred)
· persons with medical risk factors known to increase the risk of disease if infection has occurred (e.g., dialysis centers and social service programs for persons with HIV)
· foreign born persons from countries having a high prevalence of TB and/or persons with history of BCG vaccination (e.g., migrant farm worker camps, consulates for high TB-incidence countries and immigration service centers)
· persons with history of substance abuse (e.g., drug and alcohol rehabilitation centers)
· residents and employees of places where TB is more common (e.g., homeless shelters, transitional living centers, or some long-term-care facilities such as nursing homes)
· health care employees that provide TB services (e.g., TB clinics and TCID)

TB programs should consider the local epidemiological evidence and pertinent population demographics to help guide the effective implementation of target interventions.  
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