


      
       

CASE SCENARIO 
3/2/23 

• Report of neurologic skunk approximately 1 mile from recent HPAI wild bird die offs 
• Skunk was not fearful of people, very active, but stumbling, circling and walking sideways 
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3/2/23 

• Report of neurologic skunk approximately 1 mile from recent HPAI wild bird die offs 
• Skunk was not fearful of people, very active, but stumbling, circling and walking sideways 

3/3/23 
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CASE SCENARIO 
3/2/23 

• Report of neurologic skunk approximately 1 mile from recent HPAI wild bird die offs 
• Skunk was not fearful of people, very active, but stumbling, circling and walking sideways 

3/3/23 
• DSHS contacted 
• Procedures and PPE advised for head removal and storage of body 

3/6/23 
• Skunk transferred to Texas Veterinary Medical Diagnostic Laboratory (TVMDL) 
• Brain shipped to Rabies Diagnostic Laboratory in Austin 

3/8/23 
• Negative Rabies result 
• Preparations for liver and other organ tissue to be collected and tested for HPAI 

3/10/23 
• Positive HPAI result 



First case ot contagious 
avian flu found in Texas 

This is the first confirmed case of HPAI in mammals for 

Texas. (ky3) 

By KCBD Staff 

Published: Mar. 21, 2023 at 1 :42 PM CDT I 
Updated: 4 hours ago 

CARSON COUNTY, Texas (NEWS RELEASE) - The 

National Veterinary Services Laboratories (NVSL) 

confirmed this week the presence of Highly 

First Texas Case of Highly Pathogenic Avian 
Influenza Detected in Mammals 
March 21, 2023 

Media Contact: TPWD News Business Hours, 512-389-ll030 

m News Image f Share on Facebook & Share Release URL 

Note: This item is more than four month s old. , lea e take e publicat i n date int onsiderati n or any date references. 

AUSTIN- The Nar onal Veteri ary Services l abora ories {NVSl ) con' r ed this week e presence 

Influenza {HP. I) in as riped skunk recovered from Cars n Co ty. 

This is he first co 1rmed case o PAI in mammals for Texas. 

·ghly athogenic vian 

elected in all states across he U.S. excep awaii, l is a hig ly con agious virus that ransmits easily among wild and domesrc 

birds. The virus can sp read directly between animals and indirect ly hro gh env·ron ntl l contaminat ion . 

For mammals. rre t data s ows transmissio ccurs primarily through e con su pt ion of in ec ed animal carcasses. th ug 

mammal-to-mammal ransmissi n does n appear sustainable. 

her mam al species susceptible t I include oxes, raccoo s. bobcats. opossums, mountain lions and black bears. Sy p oms 

can incl de ataxia (inc ordina ion. st bling). t remors, se·zures, lack of ear of people, lethargy, cough ing and sneezing. or sudden 

dea h. 

Because of the ease f ransmission, TPW recommends that wildlife rehab·I· ators also rema·n caut"ous when inta ·ng wil d animals 

wi h cl i ical signs consistent with PAI and consider quaran ining animals to limi the paten ial for HPAI exposures too her animals 

with·n the 'acil" y. 

Currently, the t ransmiss·on risk avian in uenza from infected birds to people remains low. but he publi should ake bas·c 

pr ted ive measures {i e., wearing gloves, face masks and handwashing) if contact with wi ld animals canno be avoided. 

Those who locate wild animals w· h signs co sis en· wit H Al should immediately oon · act the·r I cal TPWD wildlife biologist. 

 PRESS RELEASE 
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Timeline of Response Activities 

3/7/24: 
Mid-Feb: Unknown TAHC first 
illness affects dairy notified of ill 
cattle in the Texas dairy herds in 
Panhandle the panhandle 

Texas Animal Health Commission (TAHC) 



   

 
 

Regional Response Activities 
• Zoonosis becomes aware of dairy cattle illness 



 
 

 

 
  

  
 

  

 
 

 
  

  
  

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
   

 
 

 
  

Timeline of Response Activities 

3/7/24: 
Mid-Feb: Unknown TAHC first 
illness affects dairy notified of ill 
cattle in the Texas dairy herds in 
Panhandle the panhandle 

3/15/24: 
HPAI positive 
backyard poultry 
flock in Moore 
county 
Region 1 PAR 
inquires of Region 1 
zoonosis of ill dairy 
herds in the 
Panhandle; 
Region 1 Zoonosis 
communicates 
unknown dairy 
cattle illness to CO. 

3/19/24: 
CO Zoonosis 
communicates 
with milk 
group about 
dairy cattle 
illness in the 
Panhandle. 

Texas Animal Health Commission (TAHC) 



   
  

 
 

 

Regional Response Activities 
• Zoonosis becomes aware of dairy cattle illness 
• HPAI presumptive positive dairy cattle results 



 
 

 

 
  

  
 

 

 
  

 

 
 

 

  

 
   

 
 

 
  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
  

 
  

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

Timeline of Response Activities 
3/20/24: 
Labs results 
for Dairies A, 
B, and C 

3/7/24: HPAI positive 
Mid-Feb: Unknown TAHC first backyard 
illness affects dairy 
cattle in the Texas 

notified of ill 
dairy herds in 

poultry flock 
in Deaf 

Panhandle the panhandle Smith county 

3/15/24: 
HPAI positive 
backyard poultry 
flock in Moore 

3/19/24: 
CO Zoonosis 
communicates 
with milk 

3/22/24: 
DSHS ZOONOSIS 
NOTIFIED by 
TAHC of H5 

county 
Region 1 PARR 
inquires of Region 1 

group about 
dairy cattle 
illness in the 

positive lab 
result in a dairy 
herd in the 

zoonosis of ill dairy Panhandle. panhandle and 
herds in the possible zoonosis 
Panhandle; Situation call 
Region 1 Zoonosis between CO 
communicates Zoonosis and 
unknown dairy region 1. 
cattle illness to CO. 

Texas Animal Health Commission (TAHC) 



to share these preliminary results with you FYSA. Sharing owner details with you in confidentiality. 

This dairy is located in 

Mi lk and blood were sampled from affected cows on day 1 and day 2 of their impacted cattle that met the following criteria: 

Fever >104.0 F 
Creamy mastitis in one quarter 

Poorly digested feed= lots of particles in manure (fiber, corn, etc.) 

Low rumen motility 

The milk from these ind ividual cows was pooled at Iowa State into 2 influenza A PCR pools . 

Both of the pools tested positive w ith CT values of 15.2 and 15.9 respectively. 

The lab said they will type out this virus. 

This dairy also has sick human beings. One of the co-owners reported to me yesterday he'd had a high fever, chattering teeth, chills, night sweats, and lower back pain. Two employees, a night milker and regular cow feeder both 

have severe conjunctivitis with scleral injection, periorbital edema, and swollen eyelids each in one eye. 

I encouraged all of them to seek medical care. 

    
  

 

 

Dairy Veterinarian Communication 
• Friday March 22, 2024 @ 11:50 am 
• Awareness of possible zoonosis 



   
   

 
 

 

 

Regional Response Activities 
• Zoonosis becomes aware of dairy cattle illness 
• HPAI presumptive positive dairy cattle results 
• DSHS situational awareness 



 
 

 

 
  

  
 

 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
   

 
 

 
  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 
   

 
 

 

 
 

 
  

 
  

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

Timeline of Response Activities 
3/20/24: 

3/25/24: 
DSHS Flu Team 

Labs results Communicated with 
for Dairies A, 
B, and C 

Region 1, Lab and DSHS 
to coordinate 

Mid-Feb: Unknown 
illness affects dairy 
cattle in the Texas 
Panhandle 

3/7/24: 
TAHC first 
notified of ill 
dairy herds in 
the panhandle 

HPAI positive 
backyard 
poultry flock 
in Deaf 
Smith county 

surveillance efforts and 
public health follow up. 
DSHS received positive 
lab reports; press 
releases from USDA 

3/15/24: 
HPAI positive 
backyard poultry 
flock in Moore 

3/19/24: 
CO Zoonosis 
communicates 
with milk 

3/22/24: 
DSHS ZOONOSIS 
NOTIFIED by 
TAHC of H5 

county 
Region 1 PARR 
inquires of Region 1 

group about 
dairy cattle 
illness in the 

positive lab 
result in a dairy 
herd in the 

zoonosis of ill dairy Panhandle. panhandle and 
herds in the possible zoonosis 
Panhandle; Situation call 
Region 1 Zoonosis between CO 
communicates Zoonosis and 
unknown dairy region 1. 
cattle illness to CO. 

3/23/24: 
DSHS Flu Team 
informed of 
presumptive 
positive H5N1 
in cows; 
preliminary 
HPAI guidance 
docs provided 
to Region; 
began updating 
guidance docs. 

Texas Animal Health Commission (TAHC) 



   
   

  

 
 

 

 

 

Regional Response Activities 
• Zoonosis becomes aware of dairy cattle illness 
• HPAI presumptive positive dairy cattle results 
• DSHS situational awareness 
• Activation of Incident Command System (ICS) 



 
 

 

 
  

  
 

 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
   

 
 

 
  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 
   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
  

 
  

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

Timeline of Response Activities 
3/20/24: 

3/25/24: 
DSHS Flu Team 

Labs results Communicated with 
for Dairies A, 
B, and C 

Region 1, Lab and DSHS 
to coordinate 

Mid-Feb: Unknown 
illness affects dairy 
cattle in the Texas 
Panhandle 

3/7/24: 
TAHC first 
notified of ill 
dairy herds in 
the panhandle 

HPAI positive 
backyard 
poultry flock 
in Deaf 
Smith county 

surveillance efforts and 
public health follow up. 
DSHS received positive 
lab reports; press 
releases from USDA 

3/15/24: 
HPAI positive 
backyard poultry 
flock in Moore 
county 
Region 1 PARR 
inquires of Region 1 
zoonosis of ill dairy 
herds in the 
Panhandle; 
Region 1 Zoonosis 
communicates 
unknown dairy 

3/19/24: 
CO Zoonosis 
communicates 
with milk 
group about 
dairy cattle 
illness in the 
Panhandle. 

3/22/24: 
DSHS ZOONOSIS 
NOTIFIED by 
TAHC of H5 
positive lab 
result in a dairy 
herd in the 
panhandle and 
possible zoonosis 
Situation call 
between CO 
Zoonosis and 
region 1. 

3/23/24: 
DSHS Flu Team 
informed of 
presumptive 
positive H5N1 
in cows; 
preliminary 
HPAI guidance 
docs provided 
to Region; 
began updating 
guidance docs. 

3/26/24: 
Region ICS 
activated; 
DSHS Consumer 
Protection 
Division pauses all 
in- person farm 
inspections; 
TAHC and USDA 
issues press 
releases regarding 
positive HPAI 
dairies. 

cattle illness to CO. 
Texas Animal Health Commission (TAHC) 
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Regional Response Activities 
• Zoonosis becomes aware of dairy cattle illness 
• HPAI presumptive positive dairy cattle results 
• DSHS situational awareness 
• Activation of Incident Command System (ICS) 
• Employee testing 



 
 

 

 
  

  
 

 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
   

 
 

 
  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 
   

 
 

 

 

 

  
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
  

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

Timeline of Response Activities 

3/7/24: 
Mid-Feb: Unknown TAHC first 
illness affects dairy notified of ill 
cattle in the Texas dairy herds in 
Panhandle the panhandle 

3/25/24: 
3/20/24: 
Labs results 

DSHS Flu Team 
Communicated with 

3/28/24: 
17 samples 3/29/24: 

for Dairies A, 
B, and C 

Region 1, Lab and DSHS 
to coordinate 

negative for 
Influenza A and 

OCSE contact 
with NM and 

HPAI positive 
backyard 
poultry flock 
in Deaf 
Smith county 

surveillance efforts and 
public health follow up. 
DSHS received positive 
lab reports; press 
releases from USDA 

H5 
1 person tested 
for HPAI and 
1 person 
treated 

OK 
epidemiologists 
1 person 
presumptive 
positive 

3/22/24: 
DSHS ZOONOSIS 
NOTIFIED by 
TAHC of H5 
positive lab 
result in a dairy 
herd in the 
panhandle and 
possible zoonosis 
Situation call 
between CO 
Zoonosis and 
region 1. 

3/15/24: 
HPAI positive 
backyard poultry 
flock in Moore 
county 
Region 1 PARR 
inquires of Region 1 
zoonosis of ill dairy 
herds in the 
Panhandle; 
Region 1 Zoonosis 
communicates 
unknown dairy 
cattle illness to CO. 

3/19/24: 
CO Zoonosis 
communicates 
with milk 
group about 
dairy cattle 
illness in the 
Panhandle. 

3/23/24: 
DSHS Flu Team 
informed of 
presumptive 
positive H5N1 
in cows; 
preliminary 
HPAI guidance 
docs provided 
to Region; 
began updating 
guidance docs. 

3/26/24: 
Region ICS 
activated; 
DSHS Consumer 
Protection 
Division pauses 
all in- person 
farm inspections 
TAHC and USDA 
issued press 
releases 
regarding 
positive HPAI 
dairies. 

3/27/24: 
13 persons 
tested at dairy; 
HPAI case 
definition and 
post exposure 
guidance 
completed; 
Spanish 
documents 
underway. 

Texas Animal Health Commission (TAHC) 



Patient 

25-year-old-male, Hispanic descent 
PE: HR 98 bpm, BP 159/ 98, SPO2 97%, TEMP 98.3 F, Weight not 
obtained 

cou rtes 

 
     

      

      
  

CS: OD episcleral injection and serous ocular discharge of 12 hours 
duration 
HX: Been working with sick cattle the day before. Did not wear goggles 
or a mask. Only gloves. 



   
   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Regional Response Activities 
• Zoonosis becomes aware of dairy cattle illness 
• HPAI presumptive positive dairy cattle results 
• DSHS situational awareness 
• Activation of Incident Command System (ICS) 
• Employee testing 
• CDC confirmed HPAI positive test result 



 
 

 

 
  

  
 

 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
  

  

  

 
   

 
 

 
  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 
   

 
 

 

 

 

  
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
  

  
  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
  

 
 

 
  

 
  

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

Timeline of Response Activities 
3/20/24: 

3/25/24: 
DSHS Flu Team 

Labs results Communicated with 
for Dairies A, 
B, and C 

Region 1, Lab and DSHS 
to coordinate 

Mid-Feb: Unknown 
illness affects dairy 
cattle in the Texas 
Panhandle 

3/7/24: 
TAHC first 
notified of ill 
dairy herds in 
the panhandle 

HPAI positive 
backyard 
poultry flock 
in Deaf 
Smith county 

surveillance efforts and 
public health follow up. 
DSHS received positive 
lab reports; press 
releases from USDA 

3/28/24: 
17 samples 
negative for 
Influenza A and 
H5 
1 person tested 
for HPAI and 
1 person 
treated 

3/29/24: 
OCSE contact 
with NM and 
OK; 
epidemiologists 
1 person 
presumptive 
positive 

4/2/24: 
HPAI positive 
commercial 
table egg layer 
flock in Parmer 
county 

4/5/24: 
CDC releases 
health alert; 
Epi team 
developed 
language for 
HPAI landing 
page and FAQ 
document 

3/15/24: 3/19/24: 3/22/24: 3/23/24: 3/26/24: 3/27/24: 4/1/24: 
HPAI positive CO Zoonosis DSHS ZOONOSIS DSHS Flu Team Region ICS 13 persons Positive human 
backyard poultry communicates NOTIFIED by informed of activated; tested at dairy; result confirmed 
flock in Moore with milk TAHC of H5 presumptive DSHS Consumer HPAI case at CDC; DSHS 
county group about positive lab positive H5N1 Protection definition and issues a press 
Region 1 PARR dairy cattle result in a dairy in cows; Division pauses post exposure release confirming 
inquires of Region 1 illness in the herd in the preliminary all in- person guidance HPAI infection in 
zoonosis of ill dairy Panhandle. panhandle and HPAI guidance farm inspections completed; human 
herds in the possible zoonosis docs provided TAHC and USDA Spanish CO Zoonosis and 
Panhandle; Situation call to Region; issued press documents region 1 meeting 
Region 1 Zoonosis between CO began updating releases underway. with Texas 
communicates Zoonosis and guidance docs. regarding Association of 
unknown dairy region 1. positive HPAI Dairymen. 
cattle illness to CO. dairies. 

Texas Animal Health Commission (TAHC) 



DSHS Reports First Human Case of Avian Influenza in 
Texas 

1bscribe to our email list 

n up to rece ive DSHS ema il and text 

lates 

Sign up for Updates 

~ NEWS RELEASE April 1, 2024 

Person Had Direct Contact With Dairy Cattle 

The Texas Department of State Health Services is reporting a human case of avian influenza 

A(HSN1) virus in Texas. The case was identified in a person who had direct exposure to dairy 

 DSHS Press Release 



   
   

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regional Response Activities 
• Zoonosis becomes aware of dairy cattle illness 
• HPAI presumptive positive dairy cattle results 
• DSHS situational awareness 
• Activation of Incident Command System (ICS) 
• Employee testing 
• CDC confirmed HPAI positive test result 
• Dairy outreach 



TEXAS 
Health and Human 
Services 

Avian Influenza ("Avian Flu") I 
March 27, 

You are being given this information because you wen 

suspected to be sick, with avian influenza virus ("avian 

illness in people ranging from mild to severe. While hL 

want you to be aware of the possibility and give you ir 

How sick animals could spread flu to you 

Sick animals can pass influenza virus to people in their 

~ Services 

I 

Informaci6n sobre la posexposici6n a 
27 de marzo , 

Usted esta recibiendo esta informaci6n porque recient1 

animales que se sospecha que estan enfermos, con el \I 

Algunos virus de la influenza avia r pueden causar enfer 

leves a graves. Aunque las enfermedades en humanos 1 

queremos que este al tanto de esa posibilidad y darle i1 

DSHS Northwest Texas 
Public Health Region 1 Serving You 

The Texas Department of St ate Hea lth Services (DSHSJ Pub lic Hea llth Reg ion 1 (PHR 1) has 

a limited supply of Personal Protect ive Equipment (PPE) t hat can be provided to da iries 
w it h sick ,cattl'e suspected of having avi.an influenza infect ion. This PPE i.s to provide 
worker prot ection in areas of the faci lity w here t here is a high risk of t ransmiss ion {sick 

pen, milking floor, reproductive pen, etc.). These resources are being provided to fi ll 

tern porary gaps in PPE availability for affected dairies. 
Dairy faci lit ies shoul'd purchase PPE for conti nua l protection of t heir workers go ing 
forwa rd. 

Ava ilabl'e PPE includes: 

• Face Sh iel'ds 

• Goggles 

• Gow ns 

• Gloves 

• Surgica l masks {not 95 masks) 

A pre-determ ined amount of PPE will be provided t o request ing dai ries. 

Dairies must ca ll prior to picking up PPE. 
Point of Contact: Rick Tull 806-787-6093 

PPE can be picked up at : 
DSHS PHR 1 Ama ri llo Office 

3407 Pony Express Way, Amarillo, TX 79118 

INGON 
TIVE EQUIPMENT (PPE) 

,don tho level of precautions required, such as standard and contact, droplet or 
hons. Tho procedure for putting on and removing PPE should be tailored to th e specific 

neck to knees, arms 
rrap around the back 

and waist 

SPIRATOR 
iands at middle 

e bridge 

low chin 

l FACE SHIELD 
res and ad justto ftt 

1f isolation gown 

-

Dairy Outreach 



 
 

 

 
  

  
 

 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
  

  

  

 
   

 
 

 
  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 
   

 
 

 

 

 

  
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
  

  
  

 
 

 

 
  

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
  

 
 

 
  

 
  

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

Timeline of Response Activities 
3/20/24: 

3/25/24: 
DSHS Flu Team 

Labs results Communicated with 
for Dairies A, 
B, and C 

Region 1, Lab and DSHS 
to coordinate 

Mid-Feb: Unknown 
illness affects dairy 
cattle in the Texas 
Panhandle 

3/7/24: 
TAHC first 
notified of ill 
dairy herds in 
the panhandle 

HPAI positive 
backyard 
poultry flock 
in Deaf 
Smith county 

surveillance efforts and 
public health follow up. 
DSHS received positive 
lab reports; press 
releases from USDA 

3/28/24: 
17 samples 
negative for 
Influenza A and 
H5 
1 person tested 
for HPAI and 
1 person 
treated 

3/29/24: 
OCSE contact 
with NM and 
OK 
epidemiologists 
1 person 
presumptive 
positive 

4/2/24: 
HPAI positive 
commercial 
table egg layer 
flock in Parmer 
county 

4/5/24: 
CDC releases 
health alert; 
Epi team 
developed 
language for 
HPAI landing 
page and FAQ 
document 

4/9/2024: 
DSHS dairy 
inspectors 
given PPE for 
distribution 

3/15/24: 
HPAI positive 
backyard poultry 
flock in Moore 
county 
Region 1 PARR 
inquires of Region 1 
zoonosis of ill dairy 
herds in the 
Panhandle; 
Region 1 Zoonosis 
communicates 
unknown dairy 
cattle illness to CO. 

3/19/24: 
CO Zoonosis 
communicates 
with milk 
group about 
dairy cattle 
illness in the 
Panhandle. 

3/22/24: 
DSHS ZOONOSIS 
NOTIFIED by 
TAHC of H5 
positive lab 
result in a dairy 
herd in the 
panhandle and 
possible zoonosis 
Situation call 
between CO 
Zoonosis and 
region 1. 

3/23/24: 
DSHS Flu Team 
informed of 
presumptive 
positive H5N1 
in cows; 
preliminary 
HPAI guidance 
docs provided 
to Region; 
began updating 
guidance docs. 

3/26/24: 
Region ICS 
activated; 
DSHS Consumer 
Protection 
Division pauses 
all in- person 
farm inspections 
TAHC and USDA 
issued press 
releases 
regarding 
positive HPAI 
dairies. 

3/27/24: 
13 persons 
tested at dairy; 
HPAI case 
definition and 
post exposure 
guidance 
completed; 
Spanish 
documents 
underway. 

4/1/24: 
Positive human 
result confirmed 
at CDC; DSHS 
issues a press 
release confirming 
HPAI infection in 
human 
CO Zoonosis and 
region 1 meeting 
with Texas 
Association of 
Dairymen. 

4/8/2024: 
Region 1 
Zoonosis 
contacted 
unaffected 
dairies. 

Texas Animal Health Commission (TAHC) 



   
   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regional Response Activities 
• Zoonosis becomes aware of dairy cattle illness 
• HPAI presumptive positive dairy cattle results 
• DSHS situational awareness 
• Activation of Incident Command System (ICS) 
• Employee testing 
• CDC confirmed HPAI positive test result 
• Dairy outreach 
• Employee poster 



.

Guia Sobre la Gripe Aviar para 
Trabajadores de Lecherias

Bird Flu Guidance 
for Farm Workers 

1. Infected animals can pass disea_se to peopk! in 

their milk, saliva (sptt}, feai_s (poop), and other 
body fluids. 

2. Signs and .symptom s of infect ion may include: 

• Eye redness (conjunctivit is) 

• Fever(temperature of l00°F 
(37.8°C) or greater) or ch ills 

• Coug h 

• Sore throat 

• Runny or stuffy noS<!! 

• H@adache_s 

• Fatigue 

• Diarrhea 

• Nau_sea 

• Difficulty breathing/shortooss 

of breath {ca ll 911 immediately ) 

3. Personal protective equipment (Pi'E) should be 
put on and taken o ff in arnas away from animals. 

• M.i_sks 

• Safety g lasses, gogg le_s 

or face shields 

• Disposable gloves 

• Overalls/go.wn 

4. Do not drink unpasteur ized milk. 
Do not take milk home. 

5 . Wash your hands with soap and water 
or us@ hand sanitizer after to uching 
,mimals or their milk, sa Iiva (spit), feces 
(poop), or other bodyftuids. 

6. Do not touch your face, eyes, mou,th, 
phone, food, or other commonly 
used o bjects until after you've washed 
your hands. 

Even th.oug'h it 's rare for humans to 
get sicik from b ird flu, we want you 
to know how to monito r your health 
and the health of yo ur family. 

Forquestions and 24/7 support, contact 
806-778-7391 to reach tt.e Texas Department 
of State Health Services in Lubbock. let them 
know you·work with cattle. 

l. Losanimates infectados pueden transmitir 
enfermedade_s a las personas a tr.Ives de la leche, 
la saliva, eJ excremento, y otros fluidos. 

2. Los signos y sfntomas de una infecci6n 
pueden incluir: 

• Enrojecimiento de los oj os 
(conjuntivit is) 

• Fiebridtemperatura de 700°F 
(37.8"C) o mas) o escalofrio_s 

• To.s 

• Dolor de garganta 
• Secreci6n o conge_sti6n nasal 
• Dolores de cabeza 
• Fatiga, 
• Diarrea 
• Nauseas 
• Dilicultacl para re_sp irar/falta di!' aire 

(Llame al 9 7l de inmediato) 

3. El equipo de protecct6n personal (PPEen 
ingles} deb @ponerse y quitarse en un area 
alejada de los animales. 

• Mascaras 
• Gafas, anteojosde seguridad 

o protedores faciales 
• Guantes desechable_s 
• Bata/delantill 

(i2\ 4. No tome lech no pasteuri:zada. 
Nose Ile11@ lechea ca,sa .~ 

Aunque es raro que los humanos se 
enfermen a causa de la influenza aviar, 
queremos que sepa como oontrolar 
su salud y la de su familia. 

5. Llivese las manos con agua y jab6n Si tiene preguntas y necesita ayuda 24/ 7, 
co rnuniqueseal 806-778-7391 para c:omunicar,;eo gel desinfectante despU@s de tocar 
con el Departamento de Servicios de Salud del.inimales o leche, saliva , excremento, 
Estado de Texas, Region l de Salud Publica. y otros flu[dos. 
Hagales saberque tra baja con ganado. 

6. Nose toque la cara, los ojos, la boca, 
su telMono, la comida n i otros objeto_s 
hasta d@spu@s de lavarse las manos. 

~ TEXAS TE.......HI "" ''""' ~'"UTH aJ·L: H !T.' ITEXAS A&M~•• ,..... st.... ln.uc..,.,1...... ,,,1.. r ~:tt ,,·:··. ,r.--= e Ul ouston AJ.'1 ' 'I ' t "' j ~ ) 

~ Ir-.,.- lit3UUr,~'#t 

https://pregunl:i'.IS
https://Overalls/go.wn


 
 

 

 
  

  
 

 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
  

  

  

 
   

 
 

 
  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 
   

 
 

 

 

 

  
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
  

  
  

 
 

 

 
  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
  

 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
  

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

Timeline of Response Activities 
3/20/24: 

3/25/24: 
DSHS Flu Team 

Labs results Communicated with 
for Dairies A, 
B, and C 

Region 1, Lab and DSHS 
to coordinate 

Mid-Feb: Unknown 
illness affects dairy 
cattle in the Texas 
Panhandle 

3/7/24: 
TAHC first 
notified of ill 
dairy herds in 
the panhandle 

HPAI positive 
backyard 
poultry flock 
in Deaf 
Smith county 

surveillance efforts and 
public health follow up. 
DSHS received positive 
lab reports; press 
releases from USDA 

3/28/24: 
17 samples 
negative for 
Influenza A and 
H5 
1 person tested 
for HPAI and 
1 person 
treated 

3/29/24: 
OCSE contact 
with NM and 
OK 
epidemiologists 
1 person 
presumptive 
positive 

4/2/24: 
HPAI positive 
commercial 
table egg layer 
flock in Parmer 
county 

4/5/24: 
CDC releases 
health alert; 
Epi team 
developed 
language for 
HPAI landing 
page and FAQ 
document 

4/9/2024: 
DSHS dairy 
inspectors 
given PPE for 
distribution 

4/23/24: 
Employee 
posters 
printed and 
ready for 
distribution 

3/15/24: 
HPAI positive 
backyard poultry 
flock in Moore 

3/19/24: 
CO Zoonosis 
communicates 
with milk 

3/22/24: 
DSHS ZOONOSIS 
NOTIFIED by 
TAHC of H5 

county 
Region 1 PARR 
inquires of Region 1 

group about 
dairy cattle 
illness in the 

positive lab 
result in a dairy 
herd in the 

zoonosis of ill dairy Panhandle. panhandle and 
herds in the possible zoonosis 
Panhandle; Situation call 
Region 1 Zoonosis between CO 
communicates Zoonosis and 
unknown dairy region 1. 

3/23/24: 
DSHS Flu Team 
informed of 
presumptive 
positive H5N1 
in cows; 
preliminary 
HPAI guidance 
docs provided 
to Region; 
began updating 
guidance docs. 

3/26/24: 
Region ICS 
activated; 
DSHS Consumer 
Protection 
Division pauses 
all in- person 
farm inspections 
TAHC and USDA 
issued press 
releases 
regarding 
positive HPAI 

3/27/24: 
13 persons 
tested at dairy; 
HPAI case 
definition and 
post exposure 
guidance 
completed; 
Spanish 
documents 
underway. 

4/1/24: 
Positive human 
result confirmed 
at CDC; DSHS 
issues a press 
release confirming 
HPAI infection in 
human 
CO Zoonosis and 
region 1 meeting 
with Texas 
Association of 
Dairymen. 

4/8/2024: 
Region 1 
Zoonosis 
contacted 
unaffected 
dairies. 

4/11/24: 
Zoonosis 
developing 
employee poster; 
WHO posted 
H5N1 outbreak 
news; 
DSHS consumer 
protection 
resumes dairy 
inspections 
outside of 
Panhandle region. 

cattle illness to CO. dairies. 
Texas Animal Health Commission (TAHC) 



   
   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regional Response Activities 
• Zoonosis becomes aware of dairy cattle illness 
• HPAI presumptive positive dairy cattle results 
• DSHS situational awareness 
• Activation of Incident Command System (ICS) 
• Employee testing 
• CDC confirmed HPAI positive test result 
• Dairy outreach 
• Employee poster 
• Provider outreach 



       

   

   
   

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

Provider Outreach 
• In person visits with major hospitals and physicians throughout the 

region 
• Distributed HPAI poster as well as posters on regularly notifiable 

conditions 
• Provided education on HPAI clinical signs 
• Provided testing criteria, sample collection, and testing methodology 
• Lobbied for enrollment in syndromic surveillance systems such as 

Essence 



 

 

 

 

Challenges 
• Distance 
• Demographics 
• Apprehension 
• Communication 



      
     

  

     
    

   

 

 

 
 

 

 

Distance 
• Region 1 covers over 40,000 miles in the upper panhandle 
• On average staff had to travel 2.5 hours to report to any of the affected 

dairies 
• Rural roads with no turning lanes or shoulders 

• Unpaved 

• Dairies are primarily located far outside of any towns where assistance 
would be difficult or impossible to receive 

• Dangers of deer crossing, loose debris (rocks), high gusts, dust storms, rain, 
hail 



   

 
  

     

  

   

    
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Demographics 
• Most employees are Hispanic male 

• Guatemalan, Mexican 
• No high school diploma 
• Predominant spoken language K’iche’ 

• K’iche’ is a newly written language, many employees cannot read nor write the
language 

• Many employees do not speak nor write Spanish 
• Undocumented 

• Not willing to miss work due to threat of being fired 
• Fear of deportation 

• Most employees live in shared housing 
• Isolation and quarantine difficult if not impossible to achieve 



 
 

 
 

 
 

Apprehension 
• Farm Workers Concerns 

• Government Agency 
• Producers/ Owners 

• Economic Impact 
• Dairy Veterinarian 

• Job security concerns 



 

 
 

 

Farm Workers Concerns 
• Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 
• All government agencies are the same in their eyes 



  

 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Economic Impact 
• HPAI in poultry 

• Depopulation 
• Disinfection 
• Testing of environmental samples 
• Restocking 

• HPAI in cattle 
• No protocols 

• Visitors not allowed on premises 



The private veterinarians have several concerns; 
1. They do not feel they are getting resu lts ..,..,.,__...-
2. They are concerned about preserving their ~ ~~~ffl"P ...... ~"'!fll!T~~ 

3. They are not '»6..._~..._..._...._~..._.w...i.11W.....,.....i.i;..i.111i.w.i. ... .w....._.i111.1ii...w. .. ~a11111i1111W11i....._.iW..11...._...._~.._~....._.._...._.~...._IIIIMil...._..._.,s. 

the hospital pens are developing -In regards to sympto 
conjunctivitis wh ich d 
-Dr. Abdu l has let the I am getting my day started b: e::,:f;o~re;_;ad:;:,;d~i~ti,:;;o~n~al~r~~""'-~ l.:..:ls. c;,;;;o~m~e;..:.:,in~ . .:;:B:a=sed on a conversation with one of the 1------------

vets yesterday, he is very cerned about his job security and reputat10 . -She also learned that 

He wants a letter that he can present to the employers and employees justifying what we want to do and 

why (preferable written by a vet). He also believes that this would help get more employees on board with 

To me, we need to con testing (due to immigration status and job security concerns). 

private vet and TAHC/ 
be substantial. He has been in communication with USDA and has told them the same. 

ide supplies to their wo 

positive milk samples and the 
e for t heir business which could 

However, Dr. Abdul has reached out to the submitting veterinarian. She has explained the importance of testing workers, and t he vet will communicate 
with their dairy client to c so at we can coordinate testing. e erving the vet-client-patient relationsh ip is important. 
Otherwise, these privat ets may lose their jobs and suffer other negative consequences. 

Now that USDA is involved, things may change tomorrow and positive da iries may be disclosed to regulatory authorities including us. I have also reached 
out to USDA and TAHC that we are will ing to test symptomatic workers. I hope th is can be a coordinated effort between anima l health and DSHS in a 
true one health fashion. 

 Job Security Concerns 



       
 

 
  

  
   

   

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Disinformation and Misinformation 
• Avian flu 

• Is a conspiracy theory 
• Government is doing this to monitor the activities of the dairies 

and their employees 
• Testing 

• Will get you deported 
• Positive employees will abuse worker’s comp time 
• Work will not be done effectively due to insufficient employees 

• Do not test cattle 
• Implications of positive test results unknown 



  
  

   

   
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing Remarks 
• Strengthen intra-agency relationships 
• Strengthened relationships with other agencies 
• Strengthened relationships with dairy 

veterinarians 
• Improve relationships with producers and dairy 

owners 
• Improve relationships with beef cattle industry 
• Build trust in SME in DSHS programs 
• After Action Review of the response 

GOVPUB-A-PURL-gpo21941.pdf 
(govinfo.gov) 

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/GOVPUB-A-PURL-gpo21941/pdf/GOVPUB-A-PURL-gpo21941.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/GOVPUB-A-PURL-gpo21941/pdf/GOVPUB-A-PURL-gpo21941.pdf
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Thank you! 
2024 Avian Influenza A (H5N1): Updates on the Texas Investigation 

Samantha N Curtis, MPH Cherissa Abdul-Hamid, DVM, MPH 
Epidemiologist II Regional Zoonosis Veterinarian 

Preparedness and Response Team Zoonosis Control Program 
Department of State Health Services Department of State Health Services 

Phone: 806-783-6431 Fax: 806-783-6466 Phone: 806-290-4474 Fax: 806-783-6466 
SamanthaN.Curtis@dshs.texas.gov Cherissa.Abdulhamid@dshs.texas.gov 

mailto:Briana.osullivan@dshs.texas.gov
mailto:Briana.osullivan@dshs.texas.gov

	Slide Number 1
	CASE SCENARIO
	CASE SCENARIO
	CASE SCENARIO
	CASE SCENARIO
	CASE SCENARIO
	PRESS RELEASE	
	SPECIES AFFECTED	
	Timeline of Response Activities
	Slide Number 11
	Timeline of Response Activities
	Slide Number 13
	Timeline of Response Activities
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Timeline of Response Activities
	Slide Number 18
	Timeline of Response Activities
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Timeline of Response Activities
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Timeline of Response Activities
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Timeline of Response Activities
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Timeline of Response Activities
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35
	Slide Number 36
	Slide Number 37
	Slide Number 38
	Slide Number 39
	Slide Number 40
	Job Security Concerns
	Slide Number 42
	Slide Number 43
	Slide Number 44
	Thank you!



